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works I had ever seen. As I had presented him in the morn-
ing with some of my fossil insects from Aix, he launched out
in illustration of these flies and bugs which had lived ' vor
Menschen/ and then carried his pupils off to the British
Museum and our gigantic Scarahseus in granite. Drinking
tea with Trim in the evening, Blumenbach equally astonished
us by his extensive reading and wonderful memory, whether
he adverted to metaphysics and Bishop Berkeley, to Scottish
history and scenery and Walter Scott, or the vitrified forts
and Sir George Mackenzie."1

Turning northward the two travellers made their way
through the Harz Mountains and thence by way of Halle to
Berlin.    At that early time the older palseozoic rocks were
all classed together under the uncouth title of " grauwacke,"
and among Murchison's notes reference is made to the " in-
terminable grauwacke," which deprived so much of the
journey of geological interest.    Strange that before many
years passed away it was among such rocks that he earned
his chief title to scientific fame, and that they offered attrao
tion enough to lead him hundreds of miles from home, and
to keep him busy over mountain and valley for months
together!    This very region of the Harz, as we shall find,
furnished, only ten years later, abundant interest and plenty
of hard work for the two fellow-labourers among these same
grauwacke masses.   In the meanwhile, however, these rocks
seem to have had somewhat of a depressing effect upon
Murchison's spirits, so that the wit and sparkle of the Pro-
fessor were never more welcome.

The halt at Halle brought them in contact with a real

1 A brief biographical sketch, of this remarkable man will be found in
voL fii of the Proceedings of the Geological Society, p. 533. intermediate between
